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Lil> Cats and Lil’ Indians Daycare Named Texas Small
Employer of the Year and Local Employer of Excellence

Abilene, Texas — Lil’ Cats Daycare and Lil’ Indians Daycare owned by Nichole and Josh Hale have
been named Small Employer of the Year by the Texas Workforce Commission. Lil” Cats Daycare and
Lil’ Indians Daycare, nominated by Workforce Solutions of West Central Texas and chosen as the
Texas Small Employer of the Year from among three exemplary finalists, are also recognized as the
West Central Texas Local Employer of Excellence. Lil> Cats Daycare and Lil’ Indians Daycare are

meeting a crucial need for rural communities, workers, and area employers in West Central Texas.

“We would not have been able to make this happen without our wonderful staff and families that we
serve,” said Owner Nichole Hale. “They are the backbone of our business and make it all possible.”
Lil> Cats Daycare opened in Coleman in 2016 with the initial capacity to serve 30 children. In
partnership with Texas Workforce Solutions and the Coleman Economic Development Corporation,
Lil* Cats received a $72,324 expansion grant from the Texas Workforce Commission to increase child
care availability in their community. With capacity doubled and growing, Lil” Cats is improving child

care availability in Coleman.

The town of Haskell was faced with losing its only child care facility in spring 2023. Owners Nichole
and Josh Hale of Lil” Cats Daycare expanded their operations through a partnership with Workforce
Solutions of West Central Texas and investments from the Development Corporation of Haskell in
order to open Lil’ Indians Daycare within a matter of months, creating five full-time positions and
ensuring quality child care remained available for working families. “We are hoping to be able to

continue to expand and meet the need for high quality child care in rural communities,” said Hale.


http://www.wfswct.org

Media invite on next page.

Workforce Solutions of West Central Texas will honor Lil> Cats Daycare and Lil’ Indians Daycare
with an awards presentation on Wednesday, December 18" at Noon during the regularly scheduled
Board meeting. Media representatives are invited to attend.

WHO: Workforce Solutions of West Central Texas Honoring Owners Nichole and Josh Hale
WHAT:  Awards Presentation for Lil” Cats and Lil’ Indians - Small Employer of the Year
WHEN:  Wednesday, December 18, 2024 at Noon

WHERE: Board Administrative Offices - 500 Chestnut St., Suite 1200, Abilene, TX 79602

The Workforce Solutions of West Central Texas Board is charged with oversight and policy-making responsibility for local
workforce and training programs. We are committed to strengthening the economic vitality of our 19-county region by
investing in the success of residents and businesses. Our assistance and expertise are provided to both the job seeker and
the employer. Visit our website at www.wfswct.org. Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and services are
available, upon request, to individuals with disabilities. Relay: 1-800-735-2989 (TTY) / 711 (voice). Programs/services are
funded in whole or in part with federal funds. More detailed information is located on the Board’s website at
www.wfswct.org/publicinfo.
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